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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To accurately read a characteristic data 
recording area where there is neither a guide groove nor a 
servo byte by detecting the movement of an optical head to 
the characteristic data recording area, comparing the 
detection output with a delay signal and performing 
binarization and reading characteristic data. 
CONSTITUTION: Light obtained by irradiating a disk 1 
which has a data recording area and the characteristic data 
recording area with light is detected by the optical head 3 
and converted photoelectrical^ and the optical head is 
moved by a moving means 13 to the data recording area or 
characteristic data recording area on the disk 1 . At the time 
of the movement, a lower end detecting means 31b detects 
the lower end of the photoelectric conversion output of the 
optical head 3 and a delay means 31a delays the detection 
output; and the detection output of the lower end detecting 
means 31b is compared with the delay signal of the delay 
means 31a and the binarization is carried out to read the 
characteristic data. Consequently, the characteristic data on 
the control track of the characteristic data recording area which has neither the guide groove nor 
servo byte can accurately be read without being affected by eccentricity, etc. 
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